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TO  THE 


APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY 


OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  Board  of  Managers  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the 
Company  a brief  view  of  their  transactions  during  the  year  which 
now  closes,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Library,  and  other 
interests  of  the  Company,  committed  to  their  care. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  of  nearly  all  branches  of 
business,  the  derangement  in  monetary  affairs,  and  the  consequent 
paralization  of  industry  and  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  gloomy  fore- 
bodings which  have  prevailed  so  extensively  throughout  the  commu- 
nity during  the  past  year,  it  has  still  been  to  the  Company  a period 
of  prosperity  unsurpassed  by  any  which  has  preceded  it.  The 
increase  of  the  Library  has  not  been  exceeded  during  any  one  year 
since  that  of  its  formation;  a commodious  apartment  for  its  deposit 
and  use,  most  eligibly  located,  has  been  secured  for  a series  of  years  ; 
a larger  number  of  citizens  have  been  enrolled  as  members  of  the 
Company ; and  the  number  of  new  applicants  for  books,  has  been 
much  greater  than  during  any  similar  period;  all  claims  on  the 
treasury  have  been  paid,  and  a greater  balance  than  usual  remains 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  ensuing  year. 

To  their  fellow  citizens  who  have  so  liberally  sustained  an  Insti- 
tution, believed  to  be  the  means  of  effecting  much  good,  the  mana- 
gers most  cheerfully  award  their  sincere  thanks ; and  they  feel  bound 
to  acknowledge,  with  profound  gratitude,  the  protecting  care  and 
beneficence  of  that  Being,  in  whose  hands  are  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  from  whom  cometh  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 
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Much  inconvenience  having  long  been  experienced  from  the  want 
of  a room  of  sufficient  capacity  and  proper  location  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Library,  negociations  were  sometime  since  commenced 
by  the  Managers  with  the  trustees  holding  the  building  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Arch  and  Fifth  streets,  for  the  use  of  its  second  story. 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  present  board,  these  efforts  were 
continued,  and  a lease  obtained  on  conditions  so  liberal,  that  the 
Managers  deem  it  an  act  of  justice  due  to  the  grantors,  to  present  a 
copy  thereof  as  part  of  this  report,  viz: 

“ The  Trustees  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  called 
“ Free  Quakers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  do  hereby  agree  to  lease 
“ to  the  Apprentices’  Library  Company,  the  second  story  of  the 
“ Meeting-house,  corner  of  Fifth  and  Mulberry  streets,  for  the  term 
“ of  six  years  from  the  date  hereof. 

“ The  Apprentices’  Library  Company  to  pay  as  a consideration 
“ for  the  use  of  the  room,  an  annual  rent  of  fifty  dollars,  and  the 
“ treasurer  of  the  Society  of  Free  Quakers  is  hereby  authorised  and 
“ required  to  subscribe  annually  for  the  use  of  the  Apprentices’ 
“ Library  Company,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  ; which  sum  so  subscrib- 
“ ed,  the  Apprentices’  Library  Company  agrees  to  place  in  the  hands 
“ of  the  committee  for  the  purchase  of  books,  to  be  by  them  invested 
“ in  useful  books  for  the  use  of  the  Library ; and  a correct  list  of  said 
“ books  purchased,  and  the  prices  paid  for  them,  to  be  presented 
“ annually  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Society  of  Free  Quakers.  Such 
“ alterations  and  repairs  as  the  Apprentices’  Library  Company, 
“ require,  are  to  be  made  at  their  own  expense,  and  all  permanent 
“ improvements  to  be  left  on  the  premises  free  of  charge  at  theexpi- 
“ ration  of  the  lease. 

“ Signed  at  Philadelphia  this  7th  day  of  May,  a.  d.  1841. 

“ John  Price  Wetherill,  Joshua  Lippincott, 

“ William  Wetherill , Joshua  Lippincott,  Jun. 

“ Geo.  D.  Wetherill.  Sami.  W.  Lippincott .” 

To  make  the  requisite  alterations  and  repairs  to  fit  the  building 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Library,  next  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
Managers.  The  cost  of  so  doing  was  found  to  be  considerably 
greater  than  could  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  without  endanger- 
ing the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Company.  The 
Managers,  therefore,  determined  to  appeal  to  their  fellow  citizens 
for  aid,  and  divided  themselves  into  sub-committees,  for  the  purpose 
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of  calling  upon  them  personally.  This  application  was  responded 
to  with  so  much  cheerfulness  and  liberality,  that  a fund  was  soon 
obtained  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  required  expenditure.  A special 
committee  having  been  appointed,  the  improvements  were  completed 
without  delay;  and  to  their  good  taste  and  persevering  efforts,  we 
are  indebted  for  the  convenient  arrangement  of  the  room  now  occu- 
pied, and  the  present  good  condition  of  the  whole  property.  The 
expenses  incurred  amounted  to  $084  78  in  cash,  besides  valuable 
donations  of  material  and  labour  from  mechanics  and  others. 

All  the  necessary  arrangements  having  been  completed,  the  Library 
was  opened  in  the  new  room,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  July  last ; due 
notice  of  the  intention  to  do  so  having  been  given,  a large  number  of 
boys  were  in  attendance,  and  received  books  on  that  occasion. 

The  Managers  congratulate  the  Company  on  the  possession  of  a 
room  admirably  adapted  to  their  purpose,  in  capacity,  location,  and 
convenience  of  access,  and  subject  to  their  use  for  a period  of  years, 
at  a nominal  rent.  The  liberal  conditions  on  which  the  trustees 
having  charge  of  the  building  consented  to  its  occupation  by  the 
Company,  must  secure  to  them  the  favourable  remembrance  of  the 
friends  of  the  apprentices  of  our  city. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  July  last,  the  number  of  appli- 
cants for  books  has  continued  to  increase,  until  upwards  of  1600 
lads  are  now  availing  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The  large 
number  visiting  it  at  a time,  has  in  some  cases  resulted  in  noise  and 
disorder.  To  remedy  this,  an  assistant  janitor  was  appointed  ; with 
whose  aid  and  that  of  the  visiting  committee,  the  business  of  the 
Library  has  generally  been  conducted  with  good  order.  Many  of 
the  boys  using  the  Library  manifest  much  interest  in  the  books 
obtained,  and  afford  abundant  cause  to  believe  that  they  are  atten- 
tively read,  and  the  privilege  of  obtaining  them  highly  valued. 

The  committees  to  obtain  donations  to  the  Library,  reported,  that 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  their  applications  were  received  was 
highly  gratifying,  showing  as  it  did,  the  favorable  estimation  in 
which  the  Company  and  its  labours  are  held  by  the  community.  In 
several  instances,  citizens  engaged  in  extensive  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness, not  only  gave  their  money  with  readiness  and  liberality,  but  at 
the  same  time  declared,  that  when  apprentices,  their  only  access  to 
books  was  afforded  by  this  Company  ; and  to  the  information  thus 
obtained,  they  attributed  in  no  small  degree  their  preservation  from 
evil  habits,  as  well  as  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  business  since 
their  arrival  at  the  age  of  manhood.  The  Managers  have  much 
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pleasure  in  recording  these  statements,  affording  as  they  do,  abun- 
dant evidence  of  the  happy  influence  of  the  Library  on  the  commu- 
nity, and  of  the  grateful  remembrance  in  which  it  is  held,  by  (at  least 
a portion  of)  those  who  have  been  the  immediate  recipients  of  its 
blessings. 

A circular  was  also  sent  to  the  several  master  mechanic  associa- 
tions, asking  their  aid  in  behalf  of  the  Library  ; from  two  of  whom 
replies  have  been  received,  expressing  sentiments  favourable  to  the 
Library,  and  desires  for  its  prosperity.  One  of  them,  the  Typograph- 
ical Society,  stated  that  they  were  restrained  by  their  laws  from 
granting  the  desired  aid,  and  that  they  have  a library  of  their  own, 
to  the  use  of  which  their  apprentices  are  entitled  ; from  the  other,  the 
PI  asterers’  Association,  a draft  for  $25  was  received,  with  their  full 
approval  of  the  labours  of  this  Company- 

The  financial  operations  of  the  company  during  the  past  year,  will 
be  shown  in  detail,  in  the  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  submitted 
herewith.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  gross  receipts  have  been 
during  that  period  $3,144  15,  and  the  expenditure  $2,769  07  of 
which  $501  75,  were  for  new  books,  and  $43  17  for  rebinding ; 
showing  a balance  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  $375  08. 

The  number  of  new  members  during  the  past  year  is  210,  while 
the  average  of  the  21  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  formation 
of  the  Company,  is  less  than  46,  and  during  no  one  year  of  that 
period  did  the  increase  exceed  102.  The  whole  number  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Company  is  558. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  volumes  have  been  added  to 
the  Library  by  purchase  and  donation  within  the  year,  making 
the  entire  Library  now  to  consist  of  about  twelve  thousand 
volumes.  The  same  care  which  has  heretofore  governed  the  mana- 
gers in  selecting  books  for  the  Library,  has  not,  it  is  believed,  been 
intermitted.  No  book  has  been  allowed  a place  on  the  shelves,  the 
moral  tendency  of  which  was  known  to  be  questionable.  Works  of 
useful  characters  have  generally  been  chosen,  instead  of  those  of 
mere  amusement.  Happily,  now,  the  truths  of  science  and  the  arts, 
the  laws  which  govern  the  material  and  intellectual  world,  so  far  as 
they  have  become  known  to  man,  are  expressed  in  familiar  lan- 
guage, and  illustrated  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  compara- 
tively easy  of  comprehension,  even  by  youthful  minds.  When  such 
subjects  are  thus  presented,  surely  there  is  no  necessity,  no  sufficient 
excuse,  for  invoking  the  aid  of  imaginary  persons  and  scenes,  or  the 
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wild  excitement  of  the  passions  and  appetites,  to  call  forth  in  the 
inquiring  minds  of  the  young,  a desire  for  books,  or  to  secure  their 
attention  and  enlist  their  feelings  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
knowledge  which  they  impart. 

The  last  edition  of  the  Catalogue  being  nearly  exhausted,  a new 
one  has  been  prepared  with  much  care  and  labour,  embracing  all 
the  books  added  to  the  Library  since  the  publication  of  the  previous 
catalogue,  and  is  now  nearly  ready  for  the  printer. 

The  favourable  influence  of  the  Library  on  apprentice  boys,  and 
the  increased  accommodations  now  enjoyed  by  the  Company,  led  the 
managers  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  inquiry,  whether  advanta- 
ges would  not  result  from  a like  Institution  for  girls ; and  whether 
the  Board  could  with  propriety,  under  proper  regulations,  give  them 
access  to  the  present  Library;  or  whether  they  possessed  the  means 
of  commencing  a separate  one  for  their  use.  These  interesting 
questions  were  referred  to  a special  committee,  who  devoted  much 
attention  to  their  examination.  Although  a difference  of  opinion 
prevailed  for  sometime  in  the  committee  on  some  of  the  points  sub- 
mitted to  them,  yet  they  eventually  agreed  upon  an  elaborate  report, 
presenting  an  extended  view  of  the  several  questions  under  conside- 
ration. This  report  terminated  in  the  following  language. 

“ In  conclusion  we  may  add,  that  our  community  abounds  with 
“ associations  for  mental  improvement,  as  well  as  for  the  relief  of 
“ mental  and  physical  ills,  all  of  which  bear  testimony  to  the  spirit 
“ of  liberality  and  humanity  which  characterizes  our  citizens;  our 
“ various  libraries  and  literary  institutes, — our  asylums  for  the 
“ insane — for  the  deaf  and  the  dumb — for  the  lame  and  for  the  blind — 
“ for  the  widow  and  for  the  orphan — a refuge  for  the  neglected,  and 
“ a magdalen  for  the  penitent — but  among  all  the  noble  charities  of 
“ this  philanthropic  city,  there  are  none  provided  for  this  class  of 
“ persons, — none  to  which  they  can  apply  and  be  relieved  from  the 
“ thraldom  of  ignorance,  from  the  trammels  of  their  early  prejudices, 
“ and  from  which  as  from  a fountain,  they  might  draw  nurture  and 
“ admonition  ; and  by  means  of  which,  their  minds  might  be  enlight- 
“ ened  and  purified,  and  they  fitted  to  become  a blessing  to  their 
“ children,  and  to  their  children’s  children.” 

The  following  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  Board  of  Managers ; and  they  trust  that  their  successors 
will  carry  them  into  effect  as  speedily  as  the  means  within  their  con- 
trol will  allow. 
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“ Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Board,  that  the  girls  of  our  cityt 
“ in  common  with  the  boys,  have  strong  claims  upon  the  community 
“ for  the  means  of  literary  instruction ; and  that  it  is  expedient  that 
“ some  provision  should  be  made  by  this  company  to  supply  them 
“ with  suitable  books. 

“ Resolved,  that  a separate  Library  be  commenced  by  an  appro- 
“ priation  for  purchasing,  and  by  the  selection  of  such  suitable  books 
“ from  our  present  collection  as  can  be  taken  therefrom  without 
“ disadvantage,  and  placed  in  a convenient  part  of  the  room  under 
“ the  care  of  a committee  of  the  Board,  and  superintended  by  a 
“ female  Librarian.” 

One  of  a series  of  tabular  statements  presented  by  the  Committee, 
by  whom  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  reported,  will  be  appended 
hereto,  showing  the  number  of  new  members  yearly;  the  average 
number  of  boys  using  the  Library  ; the  number  of  new  applicants 
each  year;  and  the  number  of  books  comprising  the  Library  each 
year. 

The  transactions  of  the  past  year,  it  is  believed,  afford  cause  of 
rejoicing  to  the  friends  of  the  Library.  The  increase  of  the  funds  of 
the  Company,  and  of  its  members,  show  that  much  may  be  done  in 
its  behalf  by  persevering  well  directed  labour.  The  great  and  con- 
tinued increase  in  the  number  of  lads  using  the  Library,  together 
with  the  contemplated  admission  of  girls  at  certain  times  specially 
set  apart  for  their  exclusive  attendance,  abundantly  show  that  the 
increased  claims  upon  the  Company  will  fully  equal  its  present 
means. 

To  their  successors,  the  present  Managers  cheerfully  resign  the 
trusts  held  by  them  during  the  year  which  now  terminates,  confident 
that  in  their  hands,  they  will  receive  that  fostering  care  and  judi- 
cious management,  which  their  great  importance  merit,  and  that 
whenever  the  aid  of  the  community  shall  be  specially  required,  it 
will  be  granted  with  the  same  readiness  and  efficiency  by  which  it 
was  so  recently  characterized. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

James  J.  Barclay, 

Wm.  R.  Maxfield,  Sccr'y.  Chairman,  P.  T. 


Philadelphia,  March,  1842. 


Of  New  Members  Yearly.  Average  Number  of  Boys  using  Library.  Number  of  New  Applicants  each  Year.  Number  of  Books 

comprising  the  Library  each  Year. 
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